
RECEIVED
IRRC

April 19, 2015 95 . 9: 14j

Attn: DEP Policy Office

400 Market St.

P.O. Box 2063

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Regcomments@pa.gov

To: DEP Policy Office

From: Kimberly R June

Address: 411. Springdale Road, Eighty Four, PA 15330

Re: Revisions to the Environmental Protection Performance Standards at Oil and Gas Well Sites

(Chapter 78 and 78a)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment to this proposed Advance Notice of Final Rulemaking of the

Environmental Protection Performance Standards at Oil and Gas Well Sites (Chapter 78 and 78a). These

draft regulations reflect a responsiveness to public comments. While I appreciate and support many of

the changes proposed in this current version of the proposed rules, there are certain areas that I would

like to see strengthened still, for the protection of my community.

There are new wells being planned and under production already within 3-5 mile5 of my home and

within 2 miles of the water reservoir serving communities in and around Canonsburg, PA. Additionally, I
am the parent of a child with asthma, the symptoms of which have been reported to be made more
severe with methane emissions associated with drilling and gas production activities. As has been
evidenced just 8 miles from my home, people in South Park Township have been getting ill as a result of
the increase in methane emissions coming from a drilling and production site nearby. I am very
concerned about the impact on the watershed and air quality as a result of this new drilling.
Additionally, I have personally witnessed drilling waste-water being dumped (by an unmarked truck on

the side of a back country road) near a stream in the Chartiers Watershed just outside of Houston, PA.

I would like to express my support for the proposed addition of a noise standard in the rule, and also

seek to clarify that standard by adding a quantitative standard of 45dBA or tower. Noise complaints from

drilling operations and production have been some of the most pervasive concerns among residents

living near gas wells, and a quantitative standard is a good step toward addressing such concerns. In

addition, I would like to offer the following:

I support the proposed requirement that operators submit a permit application that identifies all active,

inactive, abandoned and orphaned wells prior to drilling, and urge the Department to also require that

all identified orphaned or abandoned wells be plugged or otherwise adequately addressed prior to

drilling;



I agree that centralized open waste impoundments must be addressed, but I remain concerned that

DEP’s requirement that such impoundments be phased out or upgraded to meet residual waste

regulations may not address pollution risks quickly enough. Under DEP’s proposal, it may take more

than 3 years before open storage of waste is eliminated. Instead, I support a prohibition of open waste

impoundments to take effect immediately after the rules are adopted, due to significant risk of air and

water pollution, as well as risk of human exposure to hazardous substances; I support DEP’s proposed

prohibition on the use of temporary on-site waste storage pits. Waste should be contained in closed

systems to ensure that it does not leak into the environment.

DEP has the duty to determine whether a drilling operation has affected a homeowner’s water supply.

Once that has been determined, I support the requirement that operator restore drinking water supplies

to state Safe Drinking Water Act standards or better if the pre-drilling survey shows better quality. I

support levying whatever drilling tax is necessary to ensure that DEP is adequately funded to enforce the

laws and regulations being proposed here.

Thank you for this opportunity to advocate for regulations and enforcement that best protect our

comm unities

Ms. Kimberly June
411 Springdaie Rd
Eighty Four PA 15330-2649
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